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DeKalb Migrant Ministry and Nurses

Betsania Salgado

Department of History, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Northern lllinois University

Introduction

As part of a larger project on undocumented
patients and their access to health care services,
this research focuses on the role of nurses in
migrant health programs.

Migrant workers, both documented and
undocumented, are essential to the U.S agricultural
system. They live under harsh conditions, suffer
health problems related to poor sanitation and
nutrition, and lack access to health care.

p of Migr ~photograph (1

T Tllinots leglalative protections from which = grant vorkers are
xeludeds

1. Oceupationsl Disease Act

. orksen's Compemsation Act

. Unomplomant Compensatise Act

. Pair Buployseot Practicss Act

Chila Labor Statutes (sutstds of schosl hours)

Proviston for one day of rest n ssven

Linttation to 48 hours per wesk women may werk

dards for children and women

12, Mmergency Assistance Amenimests of Sociel Security Act

List of fegislation that did not include migrant workers.
(1970). NIU Regional History Center

Background

The DeKalb Migrant Ministry was created in 1970, in
order to address the many issues that affected the
lives of migrant workers.

as anended, "
as of January 1,
ARTIOLE

The nane of the body organized under this constitution shall be the
Defals Souney fitgranc Miniscry, Tnc., subsequently referred to as the
Ainiscry,

ARTICLE II  PURPOSE

Av The purpose of the Ministry shall be t:
agrioul bural laborers and th

social and moral welfars of the n nd children who
follow the erops.

B. The liinistry is established as an expression of concern by churches,
charitable and service organizations, and individuals of DeKalb
ounty for the migrants as a part of the total community. Ae a
art of its work, this Ministry will be a channel for the churches
and individuals fo share the Christian faith with the migrante in
sense of personal

y ers
vorth, their feeling of belonging and responsibility in society
ind thelr knowledge of and & Telationship o their Creator,

Sivior and Lord.

C. ihen and where the Ministry administers public funds it will do
50 in strict compliance with the Constitutional provisions for the
aoparation of church and state.

D. The Mintstry will sesk to awaken the entire commnity of DoKalb

o A is h
citisins thereot informed as vaytheir opportunities and obligations
for sharing equally @il the protective benefits and warath of the
18fe’of this community with the migrants

Migrant Ministry constitution
(1970). NIU Regional History
Center

Services Provided

In the 1970s, approximately 1,300 migrants
worked on DeKalb County farms every year.
The DeKalb Migrant Ministry held
educational seminars for the community,
ran nutritional programs for migrant
workers, and provided immunizations for
workers’ children.

Flyer from The Community Educational Seminar
Series provided by the DeKalb County Migrant
Ministry (1978). NIU Regional History Center

Farm workers enjoying meals at migrant
center (1979). NIU Regional History Center

The U.S. Public Health Service
recommended that nurses use Personal
Health Records to keep track of
immunizations (1960).

Role of Nurses

The role of nurses has been vital in health care
for migrant workers since the early 1960s.

As part of the federally funded Migrant Health
Program, nurses performed routine checkups
and visits, and referred patients for follow-up

care.
REFERRING  AGENCY

¥ STATE HEAUTH AGENCY

A drawing of a Migrant Health Service Referral System
developed by the Florida State Board of Health and the
Planned Parenthood Federation of America (1963)

Dealb County Migrant Minkey
?.0. B

Box 3
DeKalb, Hinols 60115

A Language Guide
for Patient and Nurse

Booklet provided by the DeKalb County
Migrant Ministry. It was given to nurses when
interacting with migrant workers (1970). NIU
Regional History Center
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Conclusions

The DeKalb County Migrant Ministry created
successful health education, child care, and
nutritional programs. However, due to limited
funding, they were only able to offer a few health
care services to migrants, such as prenatal care.

Nurse performing a routine checkup on
infant of migrant worker. Hidalgo Co.,
Texas

1966 - PROPOSED ITEMS

TH MINISTRY BUDGET

Next year's pr xtended to include

. Day care cen
Prena

needed,

A nurses’ report and list of recommendations for
Migrant Health Program run by the DeKalb Migrant
Ministry (1966). NIU Regional History Center
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Prenatal and infant clinics have been important
sources of care for immigrant women and families



Health Coverage for Immigrant Children

i : FL
6
*California is slated to begin extending Medicaid/CHIP Medical coverage
health coverage to undocumented children for lawfully for children,
in May 2016. residing children, = regardless of
SOURCE: National Immigration Law Center T L RIS
date of entry status

o
July 23, 2015 FamiliesUSA.org .",.
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Flyer from The Community Educational Seminar
Series provided by the DeKatb County Migrant
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Fanm warkers enjoying meals at migrant
center (1979) NiU Regional History Center

Immunizations and checkups were aiso
provided for the children. Personal Heaith
Records, produced by the Public Heaith
Service, were given to children (1960).
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