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SPA Mission
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To provide exceptional support to NIU faculty,
students, and staff in securing and managing
sponsored funding for research, instruction,
service, and artistry activities. We strive to
provide comprehensive services and support
from funding development to project closeout.

We are committed to facilitating external funding
endeavors while maintaining compliance for
sponsored programs at NIU.
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SPA Organization

Vice President for Research
and Innovation Partnerships

Assistant Vice President for Research

and Sponsored Programs
Dara C. Little, CRA, MPA

Associate Director: Pre-Award
Support
Kellie Dyslin, CRA, MSW

Pre-award Support Team

Associate Director: Award
Support
Susan Gossman, Ph.D.

Award Support Team
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Research Funding
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« Diverse external funding portfolio supporting
wide range of programs

— On target with FY 2016 funding level
« Annual funding portfolio ~$30 mil

— Liberal Arts and Sciences

— Qutreach and Engagement

« Centralized support for faculty throughout
funding lifecycle



