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Creative Process

• ca. 6 years to write & publish

• research in (English), German, Dutch, French

• archival material from Germany, Switzerland, 
Pennsylvania, Georgia

• funding:   

Internal  – sabbatical, R&A grant

External  – Fulbright Distinguished Chair,

(Frankfurt, Germany) 

American Philosophical Society



Invited Book Talks

• Max Kade Institute, University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, 2016

• Nancy A. Smith Distinguished Visitors Series, 
Coastal Carolina University, 2014

• Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage Center, 
Kutztown, PA, 2012

• Women’s History Month Presentation, NIU, 2011
• Kassel University, Kassel, 2009
• Fulbright Distinguished Chair Annual Lecture, 

Goethe University, Frankfurt, 2008



Conferences Presentations

• German Historical Association Early Modern History Conference, 
Wolfenbüttel, 2017 

• Missionary Encounters in the Early Modern World, Minneapolis, 2015
• Moravian History and Music, Bethlehem, 2014
• Protestant Religion, Missions, and Global Networks in the 18th and 19th

Centuries, Berlin, 2014
• Society of Early Americanists, Savannah, 2013
• Association of Caribbean Historians, Curacao, 2012 
• American Historical Association, Boston, 2011
• Cross-Cultural Contacts and Conflicts, 1700-1800, Mainz, 2009
• Omohundro Institute of Early American History & Culture, Glasgow, 2001
• European Section, Social Sciences History Association, Amsterdam, 2000



• Reviewed in at least 20 scholarly journals

• Book debate with author’s response, Social 
Sciences and Missions, 2016 (French & 
English) 

• Draft screen play



Career Impact of the Book

• NIU Presidential Research Professor

• talks at conferences, institutes, panels

• external grant applications 

• graduate student recruitment 

• student research & placement

• new scholarship informs teaching 

• two new research projects



Impact of Book on Others

• course adoptions

• student engagement (undergrad & grad) 

• furthers humanistic pursuit: 

interpreting cultural interaction, exchange, 
diversity in changing worlds, where 
extreme cultural clash present

• basic issues described in book still here 250 
years later 



Vevey and Lake Geneva region,
18th Century



Vevey, eastern Lake Geneva
18th Century



Vevey, view from south
18th century



Jean-Francois Reynier emigration 
route from Switzerland, 1728



Rotterdam harbor: Reynier’s
embarkation point for America, 1694



The Needles, English Channel
1736 water color



Baron von Reck’s water color on the 
mid-Atlantic, 1736



Philadelphia, ca. 1720





Savannah, Georgia, 1734



Von Reck’s watercolor of a Yuchi village 
near Savannah, Georgia, 1736



Senkatischi and wife (Yuchis)





Schloss Marienborn, Wetteravia



Herrnhaag, Wetteravia
Moravian community, 1738-53



Saal, Schloss Marienborn
Reynier & Knoll married here in 1740



Moravian married sister, 18th century



Paramaribo, Suriname, 18th century





Suriname & its plantations, 1737



Ma Retraite
Moravian Plantation in Suriname



Suriname sugar plantation, 18th century





Slaves on Suriname plantation
early 18th century







Posaunenberg, Moravian plantation on 
St. Thomas, 18th century



Baptism of slaves in the Moravian St. 
Thomas mission, ca. 1754



Moravian slave mission on St. Croix, 
Danish West Indies, 1768





View of Bethlehem, PA, 1754



Title page of Jean-Francois Reynier’s
published autobiography, 1746



Bermudian, York County, PA



Bermudian, York County, PA



Ephrata Cloister, PA



Sisters house, Ephrata Cloister
Frau Reynier lived here in the 1760s



Sisters of Saron habits
Ephrata Cloister, PA



Sisters “Kammer,” Ephrata Cloister







New Jerusalem Lutheran Church
Ebenezer, Georgia



New Jersusalem Lutheran graveyard,
burial site of Maria Barbara Reynier




