Minutes of the
Board of Trustees of Northern Illinois University
Research and Innovation, Legal and Legislative Affairs
Committee Meeting
November 13, 2025

Call to order and roll call
The meeting was called to order at 9:04 a.m. by Committee Chair Eric Wasowicz. Recording Secretary Shay Wright conducted a roll call of the Trustees.
[bookmark: _Hlk132624425]Committee Vice Chair Rita Athas: Present 	Trustee Dennis Barsema: Present
Trustee John Butler: Present	Trustee Veronica Herrero: Absent 
Trustee James Innis: Present 			Trustee Leland Strom: Present		
Committee Chair Eric Wasowicz: Present	Board Chair Montel Gayles: Present
Also present were President Lisa Freeman; Committee Liaison and Vice President for Research and Innovation Partnerships Richard Mocarski; Vice President and General Counsel and Board Parliamentarian Bryan Perry; Executive Vice President and Provost Laurie Elish-Piper; Chief Strategy Officer and Liaison to the Board of Trustees Matt Streb; Vice President for Administration and Finance and Chief Financial Officer George Middlemist; Vice President for Academic Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion and Chief Diversity Officer Carol Sumner; Vice President for Outreach, Engagement, and Regional Development and Chief Engagement Officer Rena Cotsones; Vice President for Student Affairs Clint-Michael Reneau; Senior Associate Vice President and Chief Human Resources Officer John Acardo; Dean of the Graduate School James Ahern; Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Robert Brinkmann; Dean of the College of Education Mary Earick; Dean of the College of Visual and Performing Arts Paul Kassel; Geof Bradfiel, Professor, from the School of Music; UAC member Thomas Skuzinski.
Verification of QUORUM AND appropriate notice of public meeting
General Counsel Bryan Perry indicated the appropriate notification of the meeting had been provided pursuant to the Illinois Open Meetings Act. Mr. Perry also advised that a quorum was present. 
Meeting agenda approval
Committee Chair Wasowicz asked for a motion to approve the meeting agenda. Trustee Strom so moved, and Vice Committee Chair Athas seconded. The motion was approved.
Review and approval of minutes of august 28, 2025
Committee Chair Wasowicz asked for a motion to approve the minutes of August 28, 2025. Board Chair Gayles so moved, and Trustee Innis seconded. The motion was approved.
Chair’s comments/announcements
Committee Chair Wasowicz welcomed University Advisory Committee Members and opened the floor for remarks. There were no comments. 
Public comment
Committee Chair Wasowicz introduced the public comment portion of the meeting. General Counsel Bryan Perry confirmed that no public comments were received. 
University reports
Committee Chair Wasowicz turned the floor to Vice President for Research and Innovation Partnerships Richard Mocarski for remarks. 
Vice President Mocarski gave an overview of the current climate of the research ecosystem. 
Agenda Item 7.a. – State Legislative Report
Ms. Katie Davison joined virtually to present the State Legislative Report. Committee Chair Wasowicz opened the floor for questions and comments.
Agenda Item 7.b. Federal Relations Report 
[bookmark: _Hlk190939775]Ms. Julia Rowe joined virtually to present the Federal Relations Report. Committee Chair Wasowicz opened the floor for questions and comments. 
Agenda Item 7.c. Sponsored Programs Administration Quarterly Report
Ms. Dara Little, Associate Vice President for Research/Executive Director Sponsored Programs gave a written report. Committee Chair Wasowicz opened the floor for questions and comments. 
Agenda Item 7.d. – Faculty Presentation
Dr. Geof Bradfield, Professor, from the School of Music in the College of Visual and Performing Arts provided a verbal presentation on Colossal Abundance: Intersections of Jazz and African Traditions. Committee Chair Wasowicz opened the floor for questions and comments. 
Trustee Herrero arrived at 9:46 a.m.
OTHER MATTERS
Committee Chair Wasowicz asked if there were other matters to come before the Committee. There were none. 
Next meeting date
Committee Chair Wasowicz noted that the next meeting will be held on February 19, 2026.
Adjournment
Committee Chair Wasowicz asked for a motion to adjourn. Board Chair Gayles so moved, and Trustee Barsema seconded. The motion was approved.
Committee Chair Wasowicz asked Mrs. Wright to conduct a roll call vote.
Committee Vice Chair Rita Athas: Present	Trustee Dennis Barsema: Present
Trustee John Butler: Present			Trustee Veronica Herrero: Present
Trustee James Innis: Present			Trustee Leland Strom: Present		
Committee Chair Eric Wasowicz: Present	Board Chair Montel Gayles: Present

The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 a.m.

Shay Wright
Recording Secretary

In compliance with Illinois Open Meetings Act 5 ILCS 120/1, et seq, a verbatim record of all Northern Illinois University Board of Trustees meetings is maintained by the Board Recording Secretary and is available for review upon request.  The minutes contained herein represent a true and accurate summary of the Board proceedings.


